
“Word-Up” - The Absolutely
True Strategy of a Full-Time

NWP Dreamer
(aka) 

Analytical Thinking From an Egg-Head Named Crandall



Kicking Things Off

• Choose one word that matters 
to you (any word) and define 
it. The word can be any word 
you wish (as long as you can 
define it)



Perfect…Let’s Deconstruct 
Together

• Absolutely 

• True 

• Diary 

• Part-Time 

• Indian



Denotation vs. 
Connotation

Words are cultural, social, and historical. What they 
mean to us may not be what they mean to others.

This is what ‘language arts’ is all about…to find the art in 
our words and the meaning we put on to how we 

construct them to communicate with other.
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CCSS
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

•  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.3
Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, 
or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).



one graphic from the YA 
Novel

• From the graphic provided, 
make an argument you feel 
author Sherman Alexie might 
be trying to make through this 
Ellen Forney illustration.



Every event has multiple 
perspectives and points of view

❖ You will see an event

❖ You will write as the 
character assigned to you

Literacy is complicated.
Literacies are complicated.



The Event



The Characters



MOTHER HEN

You are the mother of 
this egg. Write a 
letter to the egg, 
your child, describing 
what you saw.



OBITUARY WRITER

An obituary writer: 
You have been 
assigned to write the 
obituary for the egg 
and the event you 
just saw. It will go in 
the Connecticut Post. 
Write the obituary.




EBERT,  A BROTHER EGG

You, a brother, were 
left in the carton – You 
were originally picked 
out of the carton, but 
put back. Write what 
you just saw and how 
you are feeling. Write a 
brief memoir of your 
life with your brother.




NEWS REPORTER

NBC nightly news 
man: You are a writer 
for NBC news. Write a 
news report about 
what you just saw to 
be read by a 
newscaster.



A HAIKU POET

You are a famous 
haiku poet. You turn 
every event you 
witness into a 17 
syllable poem. Write 
one haiku (or more) 
about what you just 
saw with the egg.




OVAPHOBIAC

You are an ovaphobiac (one 
with a profound fear of eggs). 
The sight of eggs traumatizes 
you and you don’t want them 
anywhere near you. After you 
view the event, you are full of 
anger. On a notepad, you 
bullet a list of reasons why 
you despise eggs (as your 
therapist requested) and make 
a few affirmations to get 
control of your racing heart.



A CHEF

You are a world famous 
chef who needed the 
egg for a recipe. There 
are no more eggs. Write 
your reaction to what 
you just saw and the 
recipe you planned to 
use it for.




A HUNGRY, 3RD-WORLD 
CHILD

You, a starving 
child, have not 
eaten in many days. 
Food is scarce. 
Write a speech to 
the United Nations 
on what you just 
saw.




OPRAH

Oprah Winfrey – You are 
Oprah Winfrey and you 
must write the opening 
of the show to describe 
the event you just 
witnessed. What would 
your opening monologue 
be?



SCHOLAR

A University Scholar: You 
are a smarty-pants-know-
it-all who likes big words 
and to sound superior to 
everyone else that is in 
the room. Write about the 
event you just witnessed 
for an academic journal 
to discuss with other 
know-it-alls.



AN ARTIST

You are an artist – You 
do not communicate in 
textual words alone, but 
create art to express 
how you view the world. 
Draw your interpretation 
(in the style of your 
art) of what you just 
saw.




A POLITICIAN

You are a politician- 
You need the world’s 
vote. You know the 
event you just saw will 
cause controversy. 
Write a campaign 
speech to appeal to all 
witnesses of the event.




AN ANARCHIST

 You are a punk. You can 
care less about the chaos 
of the world. In fact, the 
chaos cracks you up. As 
the president of the I 
HATE EGGS ANYWAY club, 
write what you just 
witnessed through a rock 
song or rant.
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MIME



BIRTHDAY CHILD

A child who planned on 
using the egg for an 
egg toss with his/her 
friend: It is your 
birthday and you only 
had one egg for an egg 
toss. Now, you 
witnessed this event. 
Write a journal entry 
about your feelings.




A CUSTODIAN

You are a custodian at 
Carrigan. You witness 
some guy smashing eggs 
in one of your classrooms 
and making a mess. 
Compose an email to the 
school principal stating 
your complaints and why 
such teaching practices 
upset you.




Assumptions

• As writers there were two things you had to be 
able to do to achieve in this exercise: an 
imagination for another’s point of view and an 
understanding of a particular genre.



Genre

• the “social glue” (Beach, 2000) that keeps 
communities communicating with one another. 

• understood tool for accomplishing tasks with 
written words 

• letters, obituaries, speeches, emails, memoirs, 
lists, rants, songs, art, and journals are example 
of the many genres used by writers. 
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To help young writers, we need to help them to read like writers. 
In other words, they need to write in the genres we expect them to analyze.



Back to the “Word”

LAYER ONE 

• What story/stories can you 
associate with your word? 

• What does this word mean to 
you in your world?

LAYER TWO 

• What does this word mean to 
others? Who else might have a 
perspective on it? 

• What might we research about 
the word? Who can help us 
develop our thinking on it?























Be an Egg-head When Writing  - A Dozen 
“Eggs” 

1. Use “Eggs”perience:  Draw from the life events that have mattered to you or
others you’ve known.

2. Use “Egg”samples:  Support opinions and ideas by 
   alluding to books, movies, experience, history, science, etc.

3.  Use “Eggs”pert references:
    4.  Use “Eggs”sellent Quotes: Refer to scientists, authors,

Provoke ideas through quotes statistics, numbers, experts,

     from texts to help your studies, research, to unravel 
argument and to assist what you mean.
the development of your

 thinking.  Quote, Para-.                5.  “Eggs”plain
phrase, Explain  Agree    Yourself Thoroughly:
or Disagree - Discuss         Unravel what you 
why.         mean by explaining

        who, what, when, where

     6. “Eggs”stinguish      and why.  Explain how you 

Your Reader’s      came to think as you do.

Doubt:      

Be specifict about        7. “Eggs”amine All
what you mean with          All Angles:  

 your thinking.  Defend          Be sure to make a point,
            yourself intelligently.           but also to discuss what

      what others may think or

     8. “Eggs”ternalize feel about what you’re saying.

           Your Readers:
    Think about who they    9. “Eggs”ude

             might be, and what      Mature 
                 they might know.         Vocabulary.

       Use a thesaurus

       10. “Eggs”hibit Control           and dictionary to 

By Organizing Your   choose rich langage, (but 

Thoughts Into Paragraphs: don’t overdo it).
Know your outline before you write by

brainstorming and mapping.        11. “Eggs”tend Your 
Thinking from sentence 

12. “Eggs”tract A Conclusion: to sentence and from 
Be sure to pull your argument paragraph to para-

   together in the end.          graph: use transtions to 
  make your writing flow.

                b.r.crandall, 2007

Be an Egg-Head with Literacy: A Dozen Eggs For 
The Literate Learner



Fold One Fold Two Fold Three

Personal Writing 

A Narrative with a 
Word

2nd Draft Narrative 

• Research on the 
Word 

• Reference to 
History 

• Good Quotes 
• Additional Ways to 

add perspectives 
to their narrative

Application of their 
word with analysis of 

literature: stories, 
plays, and poems. 

Crafting of an 
original argument
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examples of personal 
pieces

• Piece from POW!


