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& Other Magical Boxes

Day 2 
LSU Young Adult Literature Conference

Writing Our Lives & Reading Our Worlds



Creative Carton

• Pull any ten items from a 
magical creative carton 

• # Them 

• Use your imagination.

The next test is to create a word list



from The Crossover

• “As In” Poems 

• Variations from POW



Brown Girl Dreaming

• Another Model



A Couple More





I am Bryan,  
a professor 
     as in I read a books, 
        a few thousand books, 
     & keep my nose behind computers 
         to learn more about my world…. 

I am Bryan, a reader… 
    as in I am a library nerd 
    who is totally proud of losing himself in  
         words (those brain turds) & worlds 
         that flutter like birds across the  
         universe & sky, while I rehearse 
           my ways of knowing, always 
           willing to fly.



I am Bryan, a son of a Butch,  
   upstate New Yawker 
   and middle child of three… 
     
as in I have two sisters, 
       and got blamed  
   for leaving the toilet seat up, 
   and for torturing Barbie Dolls  
   with my GI Joe. 

as in I got grounded and  
   my sisters stuck their tongues 
    out at me, simply because I  
     stand up when I pee.



I am Bryan, a madman  
   emptyinb the ocean  
    with a fork, 
as in, face it, I know that I’m a dork  
      and, like Sisyphus, I must 
       push that boulder up a hill.



I am Bryan, a teacher, 
   who has taught for twenty years… 

as in these gray hairs 
   contain history, culture, and  
   the stories of a 1,000 kids. 
as in, I don’t mind chalk, 
    or giving homework, 
    or being a jerk in order 
    to help others succeed…. 
    simply to support the intellectual  
    journey of anyone in need.



I am Bryan, a doer, who doesn’t mind doing, 
   as long as something is getting done… 

as in I support relocated youth,  
   refugees, and believe in American… 

as in, I run several miles in New Haven  
every February on a road race  
to bring attention to their needs… 
as in, no matter how stressed out I am,  
I know that others struggle more… 

as in for every minute I spend in self-pity, 
   I lose 60-seconds of making  
    this world a better place.



I am Bryan,  
 a crazy man,  
 a looney-tune, 
 and big baboon who laughs  
   his way through life…. 

as in, I don’t mind dressing up as 
    Dr. Clueless even with autographed 
    Missy Elliot Adidas sneakers around my     
     neck… 

as in I have more toys than ToysRUs, 
   and never pass a gum-ball machine, 
   without putting in a quarter (or two)



I am Bryan, a poet,  
   who plays with language when  
   finger tapping on a piano keyboard 
   in search of a better perspective 
   than the limits of my my eyes… 

As in, a thesaurus is my friend… 
   and I keep word journals and  
   love to listen to how people speak. 

As in, I stink at basketball, but  
   do mean crossovers with ideas. 

As in, you are most definitely a poem,  
    and it is my hope to read your poetic  
    world one day, too.



I am Bryan,  an advocate for  
   writing our lives… 

as in I will go to my grave 
   fighting for better teachers 
   and opportunities for young  
   people like you… 

as in, I don’t matter nearly as  
   much as  
        YOU DO… 
   and nothing makes me happier  
   than seeing YOU and YOUR teachers 
   shouting out for what you need  
   to the galaxies floating above you.



• We write to explore what we know…. 

• We write to entertain new audiences… 

• We write to take action… 

• We write to express what we feel…

Why Write?



TO EXPRESS TO REFLECT TO THINK TO COMMUNICATE 
TO BELIEVE TO GROW TO EXPRESS TO TAKE A STANCE 
TO EXPLORE TO REPORT TO QUESTION TO DISCOVER 
TO PERFORM TO WONDER TO INQUIRE TO SEEK 
INFORMATION TO COMPLAIN TO ENTERTAIN TO 
REFLECT TO SHARE TO BE PROFESSIONAL TO MOVE 
ON TO HISTORICIZE TO RAP TO RELAX TO MAKE 
CHANGE TO BELONG TO BE PART OF THE STORY TO 
KNOW THE WORLD TO MANIPULATE TO FLIRT TO 
RECORD TO FEEL TO ORGANIZE TO FORGET TO MOVE 
ON TO TRY NEW THINGS TO FLY TO CREATE TO LEARN 
TO TAKE NOTES TO PLAN TO LIST TO FASCINATE TO 
PLAY TO HUMANIZE TO SING TO MAKE JAZZ TO BEGIN 
ANEW TO BE FREE TO ACHIEVE TO IMAGINE TO VOICE 
TO INFORM TO CONVINCE TO REMEMBER & TO HOPE...



Take the first word on 
your list and rhyme it as 

much as you can.

#1

go to rhymer.com on your laptops or cell phones for 
help if you want to.



• salutation
• consideration
• conversation
• communication
• altercation
• reconciliation
• cooperation
• civilization
• exagerration ?

A Little Shel Silverstein

Ations



#1. Rhyme

Dreams: beams, screams, streams, themes, regimes, 
redeems, extremes 



Take the #2 on your list 
and write three or four 
other words that begin 

with the same letter



#2. Same Letters

Creativity: Crazy, Crackers, Crevice, Crafty, Kryptonite, 
Krunk

Alliteration



Take the #3 on your list 
and write synonyms for it 
(other ways to ‘name’ it)



Eli 
Marienthal



SYNONYMS
#3. Like words

 
Squad: : Crew, Gang, Troupe, Entourage, Posse, Class, 
Team, Friends



Take your #4 and 
describe what it might 

be doing

ex) Dog (barking, peeing, sleeping, 
snoring, scratching)



#4.  Action
Humanity: screaming, running, loving, hating, warring, 
worrying, wondering



Take the #5.  If it was to 
talk to you, what would 

it say?



#5. What it says

Poetry is bull. It is linguistic ping pong and popsicles. It 
is the madness of muses and the mania of mindlessness.

It is what keeps you up at night.



Television



Take the #6 on your list 
and write three words 

to describe how it might 
smell



Louisiana: pea soup, magnolias, 
steam baths, cajun shrimp, mowed 

grass, a library of young adult 
literature



Take the #7 on your list 
and write three words 

to describe how it might 
taste



glass of wine: fireworks of flavor, 
explosion in your mouth, a galaxy 

way of stars, an orchard of 
possibility.



Take the #8 on your list 
and write three words 

to describe how it might 
feel



Brown Girl Dreaming: like southern 
memories and NY realities, like a 
place in Ohio, the pen scratching 

the writers’ notebook, the hug of a 
grandfather and tobacco



Take the #9 on your list 
and write three words 

to describe how it might 
look.



Summer: lawn mowers and seagulls, 
cumulous clouds and 

thunderstorms, beaches, the first 
somersault in a swimming pool 

each year.



Take the #10 on your list 
and write three words 

to describe how it might 
sound.



School: interrupting 
announcements, 9th grade farts, 

chalk on a board, fire alarms, 
slamming lockers, gossip, stadiums 

of laughter



Now Play
Combine, rearrange, think about 
the language, and have fun…then 
we share : )

• Mix your #1 with your #7

• Mix your #2 with your #10

• Mix your #3 with your #8

• Mix your #4 with your #9.

• Mix your #5 with your #6


