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Digital Acoustics:
Yearlong Professional Development  
to Support 21st Century Literacies 

in New Haven, Connecticut

Welcome to Fairfield University



BTEOTWAWBAT
• Understand why the heck I’m here! 

• Learn about a Supporting Effective Educator 
Development grant from the National Writing 
Project  

• Think about a school wide literacy initiative that 
used acoustics to unite a K-8 community 

• Reflect on possible lesson planning at their own 
schools

by the end of this workshop attendees will be able to



But, first…. 
Five-Minutes of Writing, Doodling, Listing, 

Thinking, Wondering

Directions: Choose one of the 
following words 

(a) define it,  
(b)explain what it means to 

your world,  
(c) argue what it means to your 

teaching, and  
(d)discuss what it might mean 

to others you know. 

Don’t shy away from stories 



Think,Pair, Share



The Songs I Hear?



So, two years ago…
• a Principal contacted CWP 

• A few hours of professional 
friendship were provided: (1) 
Multiple intelligences stations, (2) 
persuasive writing, (3) 
perspectives on writing 

• Teachers expressed they wanted 
more PD on digital literacies and 
ways to support writing across 
the content areas



A year later.
• I entered 35th grade.  

• We co-wrote a grant to 
support  their wishes - We got 
the money 

• We followed the National 
Writing Project model of 
teachers teaching teachers - 
the money was invested in 
teachers 

• We created 52 digital stories 
about the teaching community 
at their school
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Engeström, Y., Miettinen, R., & Punamäki, R.-L. (1999). 

Perspectives on Activity Theory. New York: 
Cambridge University Press.

Russell, D. (2009). Uses of activity theory in written 
communication research. In A. Sannino, H. Daniels & 
K. D. Gutiérrez (Eds.), Learning and expanding with 
Activity Theory (pp. 40-52). New York: Cambridge 
University Press.



The Vertical Team Initiative Looking at student work /  
Aligning whole school efforts

The Digital Story Initiative Composing and Creating a 
digital story / Using blogs

The Capstone Project Initiative Planning backwards for Hill 
Central success

The Student Support Initiative Creating opportunities for K-8 
students to publish their writing

The Author Initiative Bringing Kwame Alexander to 
Hill Central in April

Becoming Digitally Acoustic



Eric Komoroff

COMMUNITY OF UNITY 
empowers young people 
to achieve success and 
fulfillment by awakening 
in them an understanding 
of their unique purpose 
and potential.

We asked ourselves how we might 
spend the year making jazz out of 

our teaching practices as a 
community. Each of us contributed 
‘our songs’ that resulted in multiple 

digital compositions.





We Became Digitally 
Acoustic Together

• I need a volunteer to read 
Acoustic Rooster and His 
Barnyard Band



Directions

• Read and Think 

• How might you use Kwame 
Alexander’s Acoustic Rooster 
and his Barnyard Band with 
the students you work with? 

• What content does it provide? 
How is it provided? How does 
his fictional text inform?



We asked ourselves, 
what songs do we sing?

How do we make jazz with the expertise we already have? 
How do we continue to make a community of unity that matters?



!!
Writing Prompts: Sparting a Personal Essay for Digital 

Performance 
!

The following are questions designed to get you writing (and personally expressing) a response 
to ONE of several prompts. The task is to CHOOSE one of the following prompts, brainstorm 
how you wish to respond to it, then composing - on demand - an essay. These will not be graded, 
but as you write, be cognitive of the processes you use to compose on demand. !
• What is your song? What is the passion you live by and how do you express this in the work 

you do in and out of school? Where did your song come from? How have you nurtured this 
song throughout your life? 

• Enhancing a community requires several tools - characteristics - that help a teacher leader to be 
successful: integrity, focus, self-esteem, self-awareness, responsibility, sense of humor, and 
empathy. Together, these words have the potential to build a community (or the S. African 
philosophy of Ubuntu: I can be me because of who we are together. Choose one of the words 
in italics and explain what this word means to you. Discuss how you came to define the word 
and the stories you associate with it. 

• Why teach? Of all the careers you chose for yourself, what led you to choose this one? What 
has been your mission as a teacher and what are the stories that can be told about making this 
choice in your adult life? 

• What makes Hill Central the school that it is? What do you celebrate about the work you do 
and how do you share this with others? 

• Finally, what is a question you could design for yourself that uses pieces of the other questions 
or that ‘makes jazz’ out of them to write what you feel like writing today? !

The goal is to compose 500 to 750 words (that is, the standard for a college essay or a statement 
of purpose).  !
Again, as you write, keep in mind all the emotions, thoughts, reflections, ideas, or drama that you 
have with writing on demand. These processes are just as important as what you compose.

Teachers spent the year 
writing and revising 

one essay about their  
teaching

Community = Communication 
Communication = Community 



Community = Communication 
Communication = Community 



Kwame 
Alexander 
Visited The 

School





So, what are you thinking? 
Acoustic Rooster, this PD model, your  

classroom, next year. 

Anything you want to share?



bcrandall@fairfield.edu
Digital Learning Day, 2014


