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Dear Student Teachers,
Lisa and I would like to express, once again, how much we’re enjoying our time in your 
schools.  We are seeing amazing progress with each of you.  We know most of you are in 
the thick of many preparations and new discoveries.  We’ve seen a lot of great teaching 
and wish to celebrate your work:

*Keeping a daily agenda on the board so students will know what the objectives for the 
day will be is good practice.

*Moving beyond direct-instruction alone, to facilitate multiple methods of learning 
(learning isn’t always centered on the teacher) is good practice.

*Preparing visuals and written guides to help all students to follow along with daily les-
sons is good practice.

Sue McV:  To the right is Sue McCullough-Vislisil.  She is 
the woman I student-taught with in the Fall of 1995 and 
the Spring of 1996.  (Pictured here are the two of us during 
the goodbye dinner she made for me) We are states apart 
now, but not a week goes by where we don’t contact each 
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other and reflect on our practice of where we are, where we’re going and where we’ve 
been.  She is my most critical, supportive, and professional friend, and the relationships 
you are building with your host teachers now may be the beginning of  a life time friend-
ship, too.

Stick Figure Explanation:  One secret I discovered in year five  is that students and I of-
ten grew frustrated with the rules, obligations, criteria, expectations and mandates 
from the State Department and the District.   They are important, but at times my stu-
dents blamed me for all the work I  made them do.  One day it occurred to me to hand 
every student a paper stick figure.  I told them that the stick figure was a voodoo doll of 
“The Man” (In truth, it was “The Woman” because my district supervisor was a woman 
and she regulated all the BIG work expected from us all).  I told my students it was okay 
to take their frustrations, angst, worry and complaints out on the paper doll.  I advised 
them to give it to the paper “Man” and not to me. They did this:  crumbled it, slapped  it, 
ripped it in half and even flushed it down the toilet.  I spared myself  much aggravation.

Stick Figure I:  Can be cut out, handed out, and destroyed by student bodies to release frustration.  
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“Proper English”

As a fan of George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion, I 
often think about the character of Henry Higgins 
and his role in the life of Eliza Doolittle.  English 
teachers and  “scholars” are expected to have the 
grammatically correct persona and, at times, it is a 
stigma.

Often, I would reward students for helping me 
correct my mistakes.  It was important for me to 
recognize that “proper English” is an ongoing task 
for all readers and writers.  The key is to help stu-
dents get “proper” for the world they hope to par-
take in; there’s nothing wrong with deconstructing 
the politics of language with them.

Language is power, but so is the ability to be real 
with our choice of words and ideas.  Keep the 
grammar lessons alive, but also remember that 
Eliza Doolittle had a soul before Henry Higgins 
“corrected” her.  There are multiple ways we 
communicate and good English teachers keep 
many in mind, everyday.
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