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a little background



Coming to 
Technological Space(s)

• pen/pencil

• typewriter

• word processor

• email

• 1st computer

• computer labs

• editing film

• IMovie

• Quicktime

• internet

• YouTube

• Facebook



Louisville Writing 
Project

• Ruth Stone, Art Clements, 
David Bosnick, Jeffrey 
Skinner

• Workshops/CFGs

• “Live life as a writer” 

• writer’s notebooks

• constructivist approach to 
making meaning via written 
words (as an artform)



And Then came 
web~logs (Blogs)

• The class of  2007 and my 
curiosity: “How are they 
doing that?”

• Dr. Jing Lei, IDD& E

• Dr. Collin Brooke, CCR

• putting my notebooks in 
public space / sharing and 
co-constructing knowledge



BRIEF (I mean Brief)
Overview

• Blogging has grown 
exponentially in the 
last few years - 
personal publishing 
(Lei, Conway, & 
Zhao, 2008)

• Approximately 60 
million blogs active 
today and it’s 
growing (Lei, 
Conway & Zhao)

• 94% of  teenagers 
report using the 
internet for school 
work (Lenhart, 
Rainie & Lewis, 
2001)

• Blogging is a brave 
new world because 
audiences are 
responsive (Oh, 
2008) 



BRIEF (I mean Brief)
Overview

• Research has not been able 
to keep up with the 
technology being used in 
classrooms (U.S. 
Department of  Education, 
1996; 2000; 2004; 2008)

• Blogs help us connect 
beyond ourselves - an 
audience outside of  
teacher/student (Lewis, 
2001

• There is a digital divide 
(Becker, Cummings & 
Sawyer, 2001; Kozol, 2005; 
Sayers, 1996; 1995; Zhao, 
Lie & Conway, 2006)

• No one governs the 
blogosphere which has 
grown from 50 blogs in 
1999 to what it is today 
(Drezner & Farrell, 2004)



BRIEF (I mean Brief)
Overview

Labeling students today is fascinating: 
“active social inquirers” (Lei, Conway & Zhao, 

2008), 
“M Generation, media/multitasking” (Rideout, et. 

al, 2005), 
“The Net Generation” (Tapscott, 1998), 

“Digital Natives” (Prensky, 2001) & 
“The Super Commun-icators” (Associated Press, 

2008)



Finally

• Weblogs are now 
literature (Himmer, 
2004)

• Approximately 
20,000 blogs are 
added every day 
(including yours) 
(Intelliseek, 2005)

• Affect how students 
think about making 
meaning (Oliver, 
2007)

• Declare individuals 
to belong to 
something larger 
(Mortenson, 2004)

Bored, yet?



YOU YOU YOU



Elie Wiesel

“Suffering is given to 
the living, not to the 
dead,” he said looking 

right through me. “It is 
man’s duty to make it 

cease, not to increase it. 
One hour of suffering 

less is already a Victory 
over Fate.”
~Day, p. 107



Learning, To 
Me, Is A  Way 

To Ease 
Suffering

My Students & I Wrote
To Suffer Less And To 
Take Temporary Victory 

Over Fate


